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SPRING 2009 NEWSLETTER

The Remembrance Service held at Westminster AbbeySaturday 22nd

November 2008 was once again very moving. As usualas preceded by

evensong but exceptionally this was also attengeti3®0 people who had come
to remember a famine 75 years ago in the Sovieaid&rknown as Holodomor.
It was a National Day of Remembrance for the 3.Bionipeople who starved to
death in the country’s worst catastrophe in modienes.

Our Remembrance service was attended by 97 merabdrtheir guests including
three survivors: Mr George Knott, Mr Jack Nealowd &fr Jim Pratt. Because of
the Holodomor remembrance Abbey staff led membgteeoAssociation directly
to seats in the south transept for Evensong. @phiion of the service and after
the others had left, Association members retirethéonave for our Remembrance
Service. This was conducted by the Canon in rasmleCanon Nicholas
Sagovsky who accepted the Standard paraded by Gtedly Officer Bob
Woodgate. This was followed by the family of tlag¢el survivor Arthur “Ginger”
Bryant laying the wreath on behalf of those presenhe service started with a
minute’s silence in memory of lost comrades, padmisbands and relatives.

We would particularly like to thank Mr Alan and MBat Picket for again kindly
making and delivering the beautiful wreath. Themthey had the addition task
of making a new stand as after last year's serthee wreath and stand had
inadvertently been disposed of by the Abbey stafhank you both for all your
very successful work.

It was very pleasing for committee members to nseetnany old and new friends
attending the service and it was good to welcomg N&llie Mogridge for her first
visit. Afterwards some members made their wayht Wnion Jack Club where
they were made welcome for a rewarding beverageraad.



Provisional dates for the 2009 Remembrance sewilteither be Saturday 21or
28" November. We will let you know which in our autnmewsletter.

CPO Bob Woodgate has been awarded the Lord Lienitsn&ertificate for
meritorious service. This is awarded annually iy Reserve Forces and Cadets
Association for Greater London and is recognitibimie 41 years service with the
Sea Cadet Corps as a uniformed instructor. BategHMS Barham, Wembley
Sea Cadet Unit, and completed 4 years cadet sdrefcee joining the staff. The
presentation took place on"i®larch at the RFCA Headquarters in Fulham.

The Secretary would like to thank all members @& #ssociation for all their

support during his period as secretary and tregshu feels that he is slowing
down and would prefer a younger person to take heém. The main

requirements for the position are arranging for fonera to attend the
Remembrance service, publishing and posting thesletters and arranging for
two committee meetings each year. It would theeefbe appreciated if a
volunteer or volunteers could step forward for eitbr both these positions. The
Association’s funds are comfortable and the segretmuld be able to help with

the handovers.

Unless we get a volunteer we will not be sendingaospring newsletter next year.
A report of the service will be placed in the latasws section of the website
“www.hmsbarham.com”. We will try to keep the autumewsletters going until
2011, after which we will review the situation agai

| have received a letter from Billy Allum whose Hat Francis was a survivor.
One of Billy’s work colleagues on holiday in Cofiad spotted a grave of interest
in the English cemetery, and Billy has forwardedtlom two photos he took of the
grave. The stone states it is to the memory of Jstaphen Hudson Ordinary
seaman of HMS Barham who died ofi Becember 1937 and says that the stone
was erected by his shipmates as a token of respect.

| would like to thank all those who have been imtegt with the Association for
their support and gifts. | would also like to thkamy committee for all their work
to keep the organisation going.

Yours sincerely
Michael K Stratton-Brown, Chairman



